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In 1982, she joined the Department of State as a Foreign Service officer and spent her first
assignment in Athens, Greece as a vice-consul. After Greece, Barbara was assigned to Jamaica,
the United Kingdom, Albania, Canada, Peru and Italy. In 1991, Barbara became the first U.S.
Consul to serve in Albania following a 48-year break in diplomatic relations between the U.S.
and formerly communist and isolationist Albania. She also had three tours in Washington, D.C.
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