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ORDER:  MOTION TO COMPEL

I.  THE ISSUE


On August 31, 2007, the Department of State (Department, agency) filed a motion with the Foreign Service Grievance Board to compel  [Grievant] (grievant) to respond to four specific interrogatories submitted by the Department in its July 3, 2007 First Discovery Request.  The issue before the Board is whether to grant the Department’s Motion to Compel in whole or in part.

II.  BACKGROUND


The Department’s First Discovery Request encompassed 20 interrogatories and 17 requests for admissions.  Following grievant’s response, the Department filed a Motion to Compel only with respect to Interrogatories 1, 3, 8 and 10.  Grievant filed a supplemental response to the Department’s motion in accordance with the parties’ agreed timetable.
III.  DISCUSSION


A.  The Department’s first interrogatory asked grievant to identify any other persons he believed were not required to pay a membership fee to join a post’s employee association.  Grievant’s supplemental response stated in part that he knows of no other such persons.  In view of such response, the Board finds that the Department’s Motion to Compel with regard to Interrogatory No. 1 has been rendered moot.

B.  In its Interrogatories 3, 8 and 10, the Department sought respectively the identities and contact information concerning persons who discussed with grievant his payment or non-payment of an employee association membership fee; witnesses that grievant intends to call at hearing; and all persons having material knowledge of facts concerning grievant’s defense to the disciplinary letter he received.

Grievant’s unchallenged initial and supplemental responses to Interrogatories 3, 8 and 10 indicate that he has provided the Department with all of the requested contact information within his possession or control concerning the persons identified by name.  Since that is the extent of grievant’s present obligation, the Department’s motion to compel grievant to search for and provide further contact information is denied.  However, grievant is under a continuing obligation to update his responses and provide additional information that the Department is seeking in a timely manner if and when he acquires any such additional information.
IV.  ORDER


The Department’s Motion to Compel is denied.
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