ORDER:  MOTION TO COMPEL

I.  BACKGROUND

[Grievant] (grievant) is an FP-01 Financial Management specialist with the Department of State (agency, Department).  She filed a grievance with the Department on September 25, 2007, challenging its decision that she is not currently eligible to apply for long-term training at the National War College.  The Department denied the grievance in a decision dated November 6, 2007.  [Grievant] filed an appeal with this Board on December 7, 2007.

On December 19, [Grievant] submitted her initial discovery request, consisting of six items, to the Department.  The Department responded on January 8, 2008.  It provided documents in response to requests No. 1 and 2, and objected to the other requests.

[Grievant] filed a motion to compel with the Board on January 17.  In addition to requesting that the Department be ordered to produce the information in requests No. 3 through 6, she challenged the completeness of the Department’s response to requests No. 1 and 2.  The Department responded on January 25, 2008.

II.  FINDINGS

The Board orders as follows:

Requests No. 1 and 2:  The Department’s response was adequate.  It is not required to respond further.

Requests No. 3 and 4:  The requests are not relevant or likely to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.  The Department is not required to respond.

Request No. 5:  The request is not overly broad or overly burdensome.  The Department is not required to provide information on the onward assignments of all officers assigned annually by the Career Development and Training Office, only the relatively few assigned under the APSA Congressional Fellowship program.  Nor does it need to limit its search for information to the databases maintained by that office.  Although [Grievant]’s request included no time parameters, the Board orders the Department to provide the requested information for the past ten years only.

Request No. 6:  The Board agrees with the Department that the information requested is overly broad, in that it is not relevant to the central arguments in the case.  The Department is not required to respond to this request. 

III.  ORDER

[Grievant]’s Motion to Compel is granted in part and denied in part.  The Department shall provide the information in Request No. 5 within 20 days from the date of receipt of this Order.  In all other respects, the Motion to Compel is denied.
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